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THE WORSHIP OF GOD
March 22, 2015

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Half Past Ten O’Clock in the Morning

We Gather in God’s Presence

CARILLON PEAL 
Please enter to worship in a spirit of reverence. 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP            Amanda Wood Williams         

Please sign the welcome pads.

MINUTE FOR MINISTRY                                         FPC Youth

ORGAN PRELUDE AND SILENT MEDITATION 
“Dance” from Three Short Hymn Settings              Gerald Bales

CALL TO WORSHIP  (Responsively)                                        Pastor John H. Stanley                    
In the midst of hunger and insecurity

we celebrate the promise of plenty and peace.
In the midst of oppression and tyranny

we celebrate the promise of service and freedom.
In the midst of doubt and despair

we celebrate the promise of faith and hope.
In the midst of fear and betrayal

we celebrate the promise of joy and loyalty.
In the midst of hatred and death

we celebrate the promise of love and life.
In the midst of sin and decay

we celebrate the promise of salvation and renewal.
In the midst of death on every side

we celebrate the promise of the living Christ.

†PROCESSIONAL HYMN 157  
    “I Danced in the Morning”                          LORD OF THE DANCE 

WELCOME
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church - where faith is alive! Your presence here is 
our honor and joy. We pray that your heart is encouraged, that the Word is clear, 
and that you go from this place renewed and refreshed - in search of Easter!

WORSHIP FOR CHILDREN
A worship experience designed especially for children (Kindergarten through 
Grade 3) immediately follows the Time for Young Disciples in the Shalom 
Room located in the lower level of the Sanctuary Building.

NURSERY CARE
Professional nursery care is offered for infants and children up to four years old. 
The nursery is located on the first floor; please see an usher for directions. 

TODAY’S ANTHEM
“Call to Lent”                              arr. Jerome Williams

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul;
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this 
that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, 
for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.  
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down.  
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Leading worship today are the Rev. Dr. John L. Frye, Jr., Senior Minister; Pastor John H. Stan-
ley, Minister of Visitation;Jill Kimbirl, Director of Children’s Ministries; members of the 
Sanctuary Choir; Bethany Jennings, Interim Choir Director; and Dr. Catherine Hicks, Guest 
Organist. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1621 E. GARRISON BOULEVARD
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA

704.864.2651 • www.fpcgastonia.org
Faith alive!

Lenten Worship

Lenten luncheons are served at Noon, followed by a time of worship at 12:30 p.m. If you 
would like to attend the Lenten luncheons as part of a group from FPC, please arrive at 
the parking lot beside the Chapel by 11:15 a.m. We hope you will join us!  

MARCH 25
First Baptist Church

2650 Union Road
Speaker: Shawn Griffith (St. Mark’s Episcopal)

APRIL 1
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

805 South York Street 
Speaker: Ashley Anne Lloyd (First Methodist) 

Holy Week and Easter Worship

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY
March 29 at 10:30 a.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Drop-in Communion 

April 2 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP
April 3 at 7 p.m.

EASTER VIGIL
April 4 at 7 p.m.

SUNRISE SERVICE 
April 5 at 7 a.m.

FESTIVE EASTER WORSHIP 
April 5 at 10:30 a.m.



God’s Word

JEREMIAH  31:31-34
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more.

JOHN 12:20-33
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish 
to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose 
it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The 
crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

Plaque with Busts of Andrew and Philip. Southern Netherlandish. Late 12th century. 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

We Respond to God’s Word

†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed)
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

†HYMN 215                 
“What Wondrous Love Is This”                                         WONDROUS LOVE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                     Pastor John H. Stanley 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS 

OFFERTORY

†DOXOLOGY               OLD HUNDREDTH

†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING     

We Bear God’s Word into the World
 

†HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP 826                 
“Lift High the Cross”                                         CRUCIFER  
                                                        

†LIGHT OF CHRIST BORNE INTO THE WORLD

†CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

†ORGAN POSTLUDE
Prelude No. 2 on “Crucifer” from Eight Pieces for Organ      Ronald Arnatt

†If you are able, please stand. 

We Approach God

INVITATION TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Collectively)
O, God. You ask for our hands — that you might use them for your purpose.  
We only give them for a moment, and then withdraw them for the work is 
hard. You ask for our mouths to speak out against injustice. We only whisper, 
fearing that we might be accused. You ask for our eyes to see the harsh truth of 
poverty. We close them because we do not want to see. You ask for our lives, 
that you might work through us. We only give a small part. Lord, forgive us 
our calculated efforts to serve you only when it is convenient to do so, only in 
the places where it is safe to do so, only with those who make it easy to do so. 
Patient God, forgive us, renew us, and send us out as your instruments that we 
might take seriously the meaning of your cross.  In Jesus’ Name, we pray. 

(A time of silent confession.)
Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

†CHORAL RESPONSE 71                 
“Surely, It Is God Who Saves Me”                              FIRST SONG

Surely, it is God who saves me; 
I will trust and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,
and God will be my Savior.

A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                        Jill Kimbirl 

We Listen to God’s Word

ANTHEM 
“Call to Lent”                              arr. Jerome Williams

Today’s anthem is printed in its entirety on the back of the bulletin.
                    

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Jeremiah 31:31-34

GOSPEL LESSON
John 12:20-33

Friends, the grass withers and the flower fades,
but the Word of the Lord endures forever.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  

SERMON                    Rev. Dr. John L. Frye, Jr. 
“Fresh Tomorrows beyond Old Yesterdays”


